
The mission of Camp Douglas Restoration 

Foundation is to establish a meaningful 

memorial to Camp Douglas, to provide 

interpretive and educational opportunities on 

Camp Douglas, Civil War prison 

camps, and the contribution of 

African Americans to the Civil 

War. 

Planned for the restoration is the 

construction two prison barracks 

on the site. 

One barracks to be used as a 

visitors center, a gallery of Camp 

Douglas and other Civil War 

prison camps.  The second will  

be devoted to the African 

American contribution to the 

Civil War.  

With the assistance of the U.S. 

Army Military History Institute, 

Carlisle Barracks, PA and the 

National Archives photos , 

drawings and prisoner 

descriptions have been obtained allowing the  

barracks to be constructed with historic 

accuracy. 

Each barracks was 90 feet long 

with 20 feet devoted to a kitchen 

and 24 feet wide.  They were 9 

feet high at the eaves and 13 feet 

at the  peak of the roof. 

Camp Douglas was an induction 

and training center for Union 

troops from Chicago and northern 

Illinois as well as one of the 

largest Civil War Union prison 

camps.  

Camp Douglas is an important 

part of Chicago history and 

should take its rightful place 

with other historic sites in 

Chicago. 

Preservation will provide an 

essential historic perspective to 

generations to come. 

The Camp Douglas Restoration 

Foundation is an Illinois not-

for profit 501(C) (3) 

corporation. 

Incorporators:  David Keller is 

a retired Chicago banker and 

amateur historian with 

primary interest in Chicago 

history and the Civil War.  He 

is a volunteer at the Chicago 

History Museum. 

Philip Grinstead is a retired 

business man who is a native 

of the Chicago area.  Phil is 

involved in a number of 

community and civic projects.. 

Beirne Roose-Snyder is a 

Chicago attorney who is 

providing pro bono support to 

the foundation.  Ms Roose-

Snyder is a graduate of 

Georgetown Law. 

All incorporators are providing 

their services to the foundation 

at no cost 

Camp Douglas Restoration Project Project Phases: 

Awareness and Support: 

2010-2011 

Site Location and Site 

Planning:  2011 

Fund Raising:  2010-2012 

Gallery Development: 2011 

Construction: 2012 

Opening: Winter 2012 
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Camp Douglas 

• Opened in 1861 as a train-

ing center. 

• First prisoners arrived in 

February 1862, 5,500 from  

the capture of Ft. Donel-

son, TN. 

• Contained 200 buildings at 

the close of the war with 

66 prison barracks. 

• Approximately 26,000 

Confederate prisoners were 

held in Camp Douglas. 

• The prison was razed in 

1865 and property sold. 

• One section of barracks 

were converted to apart-

ments and were used until 

1940. 

• Recovery rate from disease 

at Camp Douglas was bet-

ter than Confederate rates 

at Chimborazo Hospital in 

Richmond, VA. 



the Confederate gauntlet in Charleston harbor 

in May 1862 and delivering the ship to the U.S. 

Navy while freeing 16 slaves must be told for all 

to see and remember. 

The Camp Douglass Restoration Foundation is 

working with the Chicago African American 

community to bring to life these and other 

stories of the African American contribution. 

“Black Americans were participants 

in, not recipients of, emancipation.” 

William S. McFeeley-Pulitzer Prize winning 

historian 

The story of over 200,000 African Americans 

who joined Union service and the 37,000 who 

gave their lives in the service of their country 

needs to be told. 

The contribution of Chicago Civil War heroes 

including John and Mary Jones and Illinois 29th 

Regiment of  U.S. Colored Infantry at the Crater, 

Petersburg, VA need to stand along with the 

exploits of Fredrick Douglas, Dred Scott and 

Harriet Tubman. 

The humorous, yet heroic, tale of Robert Small 

sailing the Confederate steamer Planter through 
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A Chicago Story that 
Needs to be Told 

Camp Douglas with contemporary streets 

Camp Douglas 1864- 
Looking Southwest 

107th Colored Infantry  

African Americans Contribution to the Civil War 

• In the 1860 Census 955 “free Negros” were 
recorded in Chicago and 7,628 in Illinois. 

 

• African American casualties in the U.S. 
Navy represented 25% of the Navy’s war 
casualties. 

 

• The Chicago City Council in 1850 con-
demned and refused to enforce the Fugitive 
Slave Act. 


