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Interesting Look at
Chicago’s Past
In 1910 Fredrick Francis Cook
published “Bygone Days In Chicago-Recollections of the
„Garden City‟ of the Sixties” (A.
C. McClurg & Co., Chicago) This
book gives a first person look at
Chicago during the Civil War
period. Cook also offered an
interesting picture of Camp
Douglas.
The style of writing in the early 20 century makes for great
reading. When discussing a
New Orleans gambler who had
“improvised a faro „lay out‟ in the
camp”, he wrote, “...the confiding „crackers‟ [Confederate prisoners] were being „robbed‟ in a
most heartless and expeditious
manner; and it put the „ruin‟ so
plainly written on their faces
that put the [Camp Douglas]
commander on the scent.
Pick up a copy of this fun read
at your local library or copies
are available at Amazon.
Thanks to Ted Karamanski, Professor of
History, Loyola University-Chicago for the
introduction to Cook‟s work.
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Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation—Latest News
GARY BENSON JOINS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chicago attorney Gary Benson was elected to
the Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation
board. Gary is a lifelong Chicago resident and
practicing attorney in the Lincoln Park area. He
is a J. D. graduate, with honors, from the
Illinois Institute of Technology-Chicago Kent
College of Law. His practice includes estate
planning, injury law, and business and
corporate law as well as all aspects of real
estate law. Gary is a participant in variety of
professional organizations including the Illinois
State Bar Association, Chicago Bar Association,
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce,
Wrightwood Neighbors, and the Lincoln Park
Builders. His involvement in history dates to a
longstanding interest in Abraham Lincoln and
the history of law in Illinois.
ALDERMAN FIORETTI ANNOUNCED CAMP
DOUGLAS PLAQUE
2d Ward Alderman Bob Fioretti announced
plans to place a historic plaque on the site of
Camp Douglas early this fall. The Foundation
plans to add its name to the sponsors of the
plaque. Sponsor donations are $1,000. Please
send your contributions in support of this
project to the Foundation or make a donation
on the website.
501 (c) (3)
The foundation has received IRS tax exempt
approval. Gifts to the Foundation are now tax
exempt to the extent allowed by law.

MARY SURRATT RE-TRIAL
September 23, 2011,at 5 p.m. in the Pritzker
Auditorium at Chicago‟s Harold Washington
Library the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library & Museum will sponsor this special
event.
Judge James B Zagel, United States District
Court, Northern District of Illinois, will preside
over the re-trial of Mary Surratt in Chicago. He
will be joined by a prosecution team of
attorneys Dan Webb and Jim Montgomery, and
the defense team of Ed Genson and Karen
Conti. Broadcast journalist Bill Kurtis will set
the scene with trial “coverage.” The event will
also be held in Springfield, IL, October 3rd with
a different cast. Event information is available
at www.whokilledabrahamlincoln.com.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL
FOUNDATION GRANT
The Foundation received a grant from ALBF
in support of the archaeological investigation.
The Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Foundation
is dedicated to perpetuating and expanding
Lincoln‟s vision for America and completing
America‟s unfinished work.
GUNS, GUTS & GLORY
The Foundation is working with the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum on their
planned exhibit on the Civil War. Of special
interest will be medical treatment during the
war. Anyone with information on this subject
or doctors who were involved in Camp Douglas,
please contact us at dkeller@campdouglas.org

Some Interesting Information about Camp Douglas
The first Union soldiers trained
at Camp Douglas when the
camp opened September 1861
were Brackett‟s 9th Illinois
Cavalry. Within a month there
were 5,000 men in camp.
Col Mulligan,
the second
commander
of Camp
Douglas was
paroled with
his 23rd
Illinois “Irish” Regiment to Camp Douglas. Later
in the war paroled prisoners were not permitted
to perform military duties such as guarding
prisoners.

Prisoners at Camp Douglas
never destroyed any barracks and
were reported to have damaged or
destroyed very little camp
property. The Union troops
stationed there can not say the
same. The Union troops,
captured and paroled at Harper‟s
Ferry, arrived at the camp
September 28, 1862 on garrison
duty, and remained there until
their exchange in December.
They burned their barracks no
less than three times. At that
time Camp Douglas housed
nearly 9,000 prisoners and over
8,000 parolees. Paroled units
came from New York, Ohio,
Illinois, Indiana and Vermont.

The 29th U.S. Color Troops
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Illinois to the Battle of the Crater
The 29th U.S. Colored
Infantry was organized
April 1864 in Quincy,
Illinois. Company A
consisted mainly of
farmers from downstate
Illinois. Companies B
and C were recruited, for
the most part, in
Chicago. After being
sworn in in the
“McCormick‟ s Building”
in Chicago initial
recruits were sent
directly to Quincy to join
the regiment and receive
training. Some
additional recruits were
probably housed at
Camp Douglas but, in
all likelihood, received
all of their training in
Quincy.
Companies D E & F
were recruited from all over Illinois with
some recruited from Wisconsin and Missouri.
Lt. Col. John A. Bross commanded the
regiment. Bross, from Chicago, was the
brother of influential Republican and copublisher of the Chicago Tribune, William
Bross. Bross had been assistant U.S.
Marshall and U.S. Commissioner in Chicago.
Early in the war he raised two companies of
the 88th Illinois Volunteers and fought at
the battles of Perrysville and Murfreesboro.
All officers of the regiment were white.
Non-commissioned officers and privates were
all African American.
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Illinois and the Civil War
The following shows different calls and quotas
for soldiers assigned to Illinois:
Date

Calls

April 15, 1661
July 21, 1861
October 1, 1863
February 1, 1864
March 4, 1864
July 18, 1864
December 19, 1864

75,000
500,000
300,000
500,000
200,000
500,000
300,000

Illinois
Quota
6,000
42,032
27,930
46,309
18,564
52,057
32,887

Total

225,779

Total enlistment roll

231,488

Excess of enlistments over quota

5,709

The December 1864 quota for Cook County was
to provide 5,200 men. In February 1865 Joseph
Medill, co-publisher of the Chicago Tribune and a
contingent from Chicago met with President
Lincoln to seek a reduction based on population
in the county. President Lincoln stated
”...Medill, you are acting like a coward. You and
your Tribune have had more influence than any
other paper in the Northwest in making this
war...Go home and send us those men.” He did.

Illinois African American
citizens numbered only 7,628
in 1860 and of them 1,622
were males of military age.
The pool for the 29th to draw
from was reduced further by
700 of the men enlisting in
other Union Units. The pool
of possible recruits was
swelled by over 22,000 slaves
escaping from Missouri
between 1860 and 1862.
In May 1864 the 29th
joined Lt. Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant‟s Army of the Potomac
as part of the defense of
Washington DC. In June
they were moved to the siege
of Petersburg and Richmond.
Their most significant service
was at the famous crater.
On June 30, 1864 the
mine constructed by Lt. Col.
Harry Pleasant‟s 48th
Pennsylvania was exploded to create the
famous crater. The 29th originally
scheduled to lead the assault, was in the
second waive. Lt. Col Bross and 38 soldiers
were killed. 148 casualties at the crater
represented 28% of the troops available that
day. What went wrong? See story below.
For more information read: The Black Civil War
Soldiers of Illinois-Story of the twenty-ninth U.S.
Colored Infantry by Edward A. Miller Jr., University
of South Carolina Press, 1998

What Went Wrong at the Crater?
Initially the 29th USCT part of Brig. Gen. Edward
Ferrero‟s 4th Division, 9th Army Corps and other
USCT were selected by Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burnside,
9th Army Corps to lead the attack after the explosion
at the crater. They trained for several days to perform difficult maneuvers required by the mission.
Burnside was overruled by Maj. Gen. George Meade,
Army of the Potomac, who did not want “untested”
troops to lead the attack. After a heated discussion,
Meade agreed to present the matter to Lt. Gen U. S.
Grant. Grant sided with Meade; not for Meade‟s reason but, he was concerned about political ramifications if “colored” troops led the assault and lost.
The initial assault was carried out by the 1st Division, 9th Army Corps, led by Brig. Gen. James
Ledlie. Both he and Brig. Gen Ferrero, reportedly
drunk hid in a bombproof during the assault. The
result was a disaster with leaderless untrained
troops failing to meet their objectives while the second waive bogged down in the crater itself. The
result was unnecessary loss of 3,475 casualties of
15,272 9th Corps total strength.
A court of inquiry after the battle found Burnside
primarily accountable. He never was assigned to
duty after the inquiry. Ledlie was relieved of command and Ferrero continued undistinguished service. Later a congressional committee found Burnside guilty only of a poor selection of Ledlie as the
lead commander.
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