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Introduction and Acknowledgement

After successful completion of amchaeological excavation in June 2012, the Camp Douglas
Restoration FoundatiofCDRFJetermined that subsequent archaeological investigations

would be meaningful. Several sites on the grounds of former Camp Douglas were determined
to be desirable. Unfounately, property owned by the real estate firm of Draper and Kramer
that could provide important data on the White Oaks, Hospital and Garrison Square sections of
the property was unavailable.

Eternal thanks to Dr. Michael Gregory, De Paul Universitymdnmaged the excavation with
professionalism, positive leadership, good humor and an appreciation for the educational
opportunity offered by thdocation on Peshing East Magnet School (Pershinghdrew Leith,
Field Museumwhosefortuitous volunteering,provided to Dr. Gregory a strong right hand in
managing the sitalso deserves special recognition

Dr. Dan Joyce, Kenosha Museyprsvided not only the ground penetrating radar (GPR) for an
preliminarysurvey but, personally conducted and published the reéswf the survey. His
interest and enthusiasm was instrumental in the success of the projeghn Crivello, Liza
Balistreri, and John Pricé the Chicago Public Schools main office BndSafurat Giwa
incomingPrincipaland Dr. Cheryl Watkingutgoing Fincipal of Pershing all cooperated to make
the project a success. Dr. Nancy Jackson, RrelSghoolsowner of the Griffin Funeral Home
property not only participated in the excavation hptovided positive leadership in involving
the schmls in the excavation.

With the approval of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Foundation, funds remaining from the
grant provided for the 2012 excavatiovere used to finance the current projecClark Roofing

of Broadview lllinoisagain provided necessg equipment, supplies and transportation for the
project. Archaeological specifiq@ipment was provided by De Paul University and CDRF.

With the support of Pershing, CDRF Board members Roy Malone and Dean Rodkin, both
professional educators, developeddpresented a special program for third grade students of
Pershing. These students, who study Chicago history as part of their curriculum, were involved
in a reading and reading comprehension exercise followed by hands on experience at the
excavation si. Details of this program are contained in the body of this repdiheir creative

work deserves special crediAlso special thanks to CDRF board members, Phil Grinstead, Andy
Irvine and Bernard Turner for devotisg much of theitheir valuabletime to onsite activities.

Thanksto the Chicag Fre Departmentfor the use of rest rooms and fevatering the sad to
keep it fresh untithe units were ased



In addition to CPS students, PralegSchools had active participation in the excavation.
Prologue is an accredited alternate high school for students who are unable to qualify to
reenter CPS. CDRF has worked with severabtidde® schools over the year to provide
information on Camp Douglas and Chicago histt¥e have enjoyed working with these fine
young people.

Special thanks to Dr. Ted Karamanski, Loyola University for encouraging volunteers from Loyola
to join the prgect and forproviding guidancend support to CDRF. Thanks also to Dr. Scott
Demel forsharing informatiorwith Dr. Gregory.

Extra special thanks go out to the volunteers who participated in the excavaiMthout these

volunteers, this, or any excavan, would not be possibl&he volunteers representeBe Paul

University, Loyola University, Marquette University and other private individuals with an

interest in archaeology and historyhis outstanding team consisted MATTHEW ALICZ,

ANNA ALKOTO, RAN ANDRMSHKQ|CK BABCOGHUL BARILE, NICHOLE CONSTANTINE,

ANGE EKLOU, AYOBAMI EKCBRL GERGITS, MARY GEREZHRETOPHER GOMEZ,

CLAUDIA GRABOWSKI, , JACKIE HACKETT, NANCY JACKSON, ELIZABETH KAPLE, DAVID J. KE
LINDA KELLBRATLYN KIRBWDRE LEITH, SAMUEL LISERISTIE MAYBERRY, ROBIN
NEUMANNRHONESHA ROWE, RANDALL SCHUIHZENTURK, BROOK TOLAND, ELISSA

TSAIS

David L. Keller

Managing Director

Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation
www.campdouglas.org

Novemberll, 2013


http://www.campdouglas.org/

Camp Douglas Background:

Camp Douglas was located betweeri'Street, 3% Place, Cottage Grove Ave and Giles Ave on

the nearsouth side of Chicago. The camp operated between 1861 and 1865 receiving and
training nearly 40,000 Union soldiers, including African American troops. From 1862 through

1865 the camp also served as @&spn camp housing nearly 30,000 Confederate prisoners

during that time. Most of the last prisoners left the camp by July 1865 with the camp
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physical presencelittle, if any, acknowledgement of the camp exists today. Yet, Camp

Douglas was the most significant physical facility in Chicago during the Civil War consisting of 60
acres of land and over 200 buildings. 66 of the building were barracks housing Catdede

prisoners when the camp closed.
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Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation:

The Foundation was incorporated July 2, 2010 as an lllinois geneffrrmiofit corporation.
It isexempt under section 501(c) (3) of the IRS code.

Vision:

To be asignificant participant in increasing awareness of the Civil War in the Upper Midwest,
especially lllinois and Chicago

Mission:

To provide active leadership in the development, delivery, and preservation of educational and
historic information regardingne Upper Midwest, especially lllinois and Chicago during the
Civil War

Values:

1 The history of the Civil War is important aspect of American life.

1 Providing and maintaining meaningful and accurate information on the Civil War
in Chicago, Camp Douglasndis, Civil War Prison Camps and the African
American contribution to the Civil War are important to historic preservation.

1 Creating and operating a repository for information, including artifacts, photos,
letters, journals, and diaries is needed.

7 Offeringinformation to educators, historians and other interested persons is
appropriate to increased awareness and understanding.

Strategy:

Develop and maintain facilities on the site of Camp Douglas, lllinois.
Promote, support and conduct educational and imtestive activities.
Own and manage facilities, documents and artifacts.

Solicit and manage funds.
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The Foundation is managed by a Board of Directors authorized at ten members with currently
sevenmembers al serving with no compensation. David L. Kalghe nonpaid Managing
Director. Directors serve for a term of one year. There are no term limits on director
appointments.

Specific information on the Foundati@activities can be found on the web site
www.campdouglas.org
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Background and Planning of the Excavation:

After the 2012 excavation, CDRF was contacted by Dr. Michael Gregory, Visiting Professor,
Anthropology, De Paul Universityho indicated interest in involvement in any subsequent
projects. Dr. Gregory has extensive experience in archaeological excavhtmrghout the

United States He also has a strong interest in the Civil War. Dr. Scott Demel, Northern
Michigan Universityand primary archaeologist on the 2012 excavation was contacted about
participating in future projects. Dr. Demel indicated i@&t, subject to his availability. Dr.
Gregory had arranged with Dr. Dan Joyce, Director, Kenosha Museums, Kenosha, Wisconsin
conduct ground penetrating radar surveys of potential sites.

CDRF ahDr. Gregory determined that a noninvasiagestigationof the open area of Pershing

East Magnet School (formerly Pershing West School) 3200 S. Calumet, and the parking lot of the
closed Griffin Funeral Home, 3220 S. King Dva® appropriate Approval from Dr. Nancy

Jackson, CEO, Prologue Schools, owneriffinG-uneral homewas immediately provided.

Contact with Dr. Cheryl Watkins, Principal of Pershing prior to the 2012 excavation had been
positive; however, approval was required from the CPS main office. Lack of communications
and staff changes In theéPS main office made approval of the propitficult. After a number

of futile attempts by CDRF to reestablish communications, Dr. Joyce, through his contacts in the
City of Chicagmutside CPSwvas able to make contact with appropriate decision makergnn
Crivello, Liza Balistreri, and John PreBS maim officeyere instrumental in providing

approval for the investigation and excavation, subject to the approval of the Principal of
Pershing. In the interim, Dr. Watkins was replaced by Dr. SaBimat as Principal. Dr. Giwa

was very positive and immediately gave her approval.

Dr. Dan Joyce completed ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey of five survey areas at Pershing
and the Griffin Funeraldie as shown inigure 1 on July 28.

Figure 1 Survey areas



After discussing the written report with Dr. Gregory and Dr. Joyce, CDRF decided to sponsor an
excavation irte 2 of the Joyce report. This site was selected as a result of the findings from

the GPR information and a study of the 1912 and 19&fAborn Fire Insurance Maps. The 1912

map represented the likelfirst permanent build up on the site and 1950 reflected the
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essentially in the back yards of houséswn on the 1912 map. It was believed that excavating

units in this area would give the project the greatest possibility of finding evidence dating to the
existence ofCamp Douglas

After a discussion with Dr. Giwa it wagreed by all partie® conductthe excavation after
school started. October 251, 2013were the dateselected Unfortunately Dr. Demel was
unable to participate, leaving primary respsibility to Dr. Gregory. Andrew Leith,
Archaeologist, Field Museum, was available and volunte&seassist Dr. Gregory.

Unlike 2012, there was no written agreement between CDRF and CPS. Terms and conditions

were contained in an-enail dated June 3, 2013 from Lynn Crivello, CPS. CDRF determined that
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in the 2012 project. To that end, a $1,000,000 Commercial General Liability Insurance policy

was obtained insuring CDRF and naming CPS as a certificate holder. All participants were

required to sign amExculpabry Agreement and Waiver of Clawith CPS and CDRF. Medical
evacuation rougs, coordination with Chicago Fire Depaent ambulance service and esite

first aid was provided. There were no incidents reported during the excavation.

Initially, four units were selected in Section 2 of the GPR survey (see Figure 1). These units are
shown in Figur&® on the following page. As the excavation continpiegvas determined that

two additional off set units (5 &)@vould be excavated. Urfit was an off set tdnit 4where a

wall had beerdiscovered It wasbelievedthat this was an exterior wall with the interior on the
sidetoward the photographer irfrigure2

Figure 2Unit 4 Eterior wall



Figure 3Site 2, Units 1 through 6. Pershing Schedirectly north of this drawing

Unit 6was selected to complementrlit 2 and was estimated to intersect one of the barracks
buildings and the 25 foot wide street between barracks as seen is the drawiigure 4.
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Figure 4, Col Potter drawing ca: 1864



Conduct ofExcavation

Set up of the excavation wéaid out by Dr. Gregory and David Keller on Thursday, October 24.
This layout provided for immediate excavation upon the arrival of volunteers on October 25.

Figure 5Preliminary site layout

October 25 Andy Irvine, Clark Roofing abiector of CDRFelivered material and equipment
to the site at 6:15 am. A fence wasectedand material moved to the initial four units.

Figure6, Initial layout of site with units inside fencing and headquartergigure 7, Initial layout of Unit 4 by M. Gregory
to the right

Volunteers arrived at 8:00 am to begmrcavation.Upon arrival volunteers were signed in and
given a brief overeiw by CDRF. They were then given specific instructions by Dr. Gregory and
assigned to a unit. When possible, volunteers remained in their assigned unit team for their
stay at the site. As work load dictatddr. Gregory reassigned volunteers to otheitan

Each day volunteers worked from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm with a lunch break of approximately 45
minutes. Water and snacks were provided by CDR&st room facilities were provided by
Pershing during school days. Chicago Fire Department Engine 110 1Trand Ambulance 4

located at 321 S. Calumet provided rest room facilities on Saturday and Sunday.



Figure8, Chicago Fire Department Support 9Fimitd early excavatianA. Leith, archaeologist on
right

The objective of the excavation was to investigate the entire unit with emphasis on the level of
Camp Douglas. THsvelwas believed to be the layer of sand that would be found below the

top soil and fill. Initial estimates were that that level idbe approximately one meter below

the surface. Excavation showed tlhhé sand layehowever,wasonly approximately 50
centimeters below the surface. At approximately 40 centimeters a layer of gravel fill was found
in allUnitsbut Unit1.

Figurel0, Unit 3 M. Gregory, in cap, showing gravel line and  Fidyténit 4 showing gravel lindighter color on wall
initial contact with sand, brown colpunder Gregory.

Typical excavation of the site congidof excavation in 10 centimeter depthafter the
removal of sogdusing hand trowels and other small tools. All eieisplaced in buckets and
then screened to uncover aradditionalartifacts. Each 10 centimetewgasdocumented
mapped,and photographed with artacts identified in each depth. While the project was
interested in artifact found inhe upper portion of the unitsthat is, those in the top soil and
fill, it was determined to excavatihis stratausing shovels in 20 centimeter depthsd
screening dldirt removed. This would expedite arriving at the desired sand level while
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protecting artifacts. Any unusual artifacts found in the top soil and/&properly
documented anghotographed.
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Figurel2, Unit 4 Screening 3, Higitse31(near) and 4 Screening and excavating

As excavation got closer tand intg the sand level work became much more meticulous using
small toolsincluding picks and paint brushes.

Figure 4, Unit 3Marking& documentation of china pieces Figyrdriit 3 2tailed excavation

Excavation in soil that wamly sand continued for a minimum of 10 centimeters. If no artifacts
or human occupancgvidencewere found in the 10 centimeter levedxcavation was stopped.
The assumption in this case was that artifacts are not likely to leech below 10 centimeters in
sand.
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