
 

Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation 

Report of Archaeological Excavation 

June 25-July 1, 2015 

 

 

 

   



2 
 

 

 

Introduction and Acknowledgement 

The June 25-July 1, 2015 excavation represented the fourth investigation at the John J. Pershing 

Magnet School site, South Calumet Avenue and 33rd Street in Chicago.   

Dr. Michael Gregory, De Paul University, again managed this excavation with the same 

professionalism, enthusiasm and leadership as with previous excavations.  Two professional 

archaeologists also joined the excavation.  Joseph Wheeler, U.S. Forest Service, Midewin 

National Tallgrass Prairie and Andrew Leith, Field Museum, were invaluable in assisting Dr. 

Gregory in managing the site. 

Dr. Safurat Giwa, Principal of Pershing, provided outstanding continuing cooperation to make 

the project a success.  While school was not in session, Dr. Giwa arranged for the use of 

restroom facilities by the excavation volunteers. 

Clark Roofing of Broadview Illinois, again, provided necessary equipment, supplies and 

transportation for the project.  Archaeological specific equipment was provided by De Paul 

University and CDRF. 

Special thanks to CDRF board members Andy Irvine, Phil Grinstead, Roy Malone, Dean Rodkin 

and Bernard Turner for devoting so much of their valuable time to on-site activities during the 

excavation. 

Again, thanks to the Chicago Fire Department and Prologue School for the use of rest rooms 

over the week end.  Their interest in the project and support of our activities is appreciated.  

Prologue Schools had active participation in the excavation.  These students were invaluable in 

the initial opening of units of this excavation. 

On Sunday, June 28, CDRF sponsored a Neighborhood Day. Activities for children included a 

mock dig in tubs filled with sand and artifacts.  This was accompanied by written material.  This 

material was the same as that used in the special program for third and fourth graders at 

Pershing School in previous excitations.  Michael Gregory provided artifacts from previous 

excavations for viewing by adults and orientation on the activity was provided by CDRF.  Special 
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thanks to Dean Rodkin, Roy Malone, and Bernard Turner for planning and managing this 

activity. 

Volunteer Mary Brennan actively posted information on social media during the excavation.  

These postings generated additional interest in the activities. She also provided pre-dig social 

media material that resulted in additional volunteers.  

Extra special thanks to the volunteers who participated in the excavation.  Without these 
volunteers, this, or any excavation, would not be possible. Even though the De Paul University 
Archaeological Field School was not in session the De Paul University students were well 
represented. Prologue School, De Paul, and private individuals with an interest in archaeology 
and history totaling over 60 volunteers made up the crew.  This was the largest number of 
volunteers to participate in CDRF excavations. This outstanding team included.  
 
ERIKA ARREOLA, DANIEL BRENNAN, MARY BRENNAN, CHRISTOPHER BRINK, STACY BRUGER, 
TOM BURROUGHS, KATE CALDER, JOSH CANNON, SUZANNE CARLBERG-RACICH, MEGAN CLARK, 
DEBORAH COULMAN, THOMAS COYLE, DISHAWN CURRIN, ERICA DAVIS-HOLDER, JAMIL DAVIS, 
MICHEL DIETSCH, ELIAS DRISCOLL, DANIEL DURBIN, COLLEN FAHEY,  MARLISA FEIN, JAMES 
FRASIER, RANDLL FREEMAN, ANDREA FRIEDMANN, GERALD GLOWINSKI, ASHLEY GLICKMAN, 
TOM GORMAN, MALCOLM GREGORY, NICHOLE GRINBARG, PHIL GRINSTEAD, ANNA HAUK, 
CAROLYN HAUK, ELISSA ISAIS, LINDA KELLER, LAURA LAUDADIO, ANDREW LEITH, DEREK MAYS, 
CHAROLETTE MAXWELL-JONES, DA’MARREYAH MULDROW, ERIC MULLNER, ROSE PACULT, 
OLIVIA PUCCETTI, ASHLEY PURPULA, DEAN RODKIN, LISA ROTTENBERG, RITA RYAN, ABIGAIL 
SIMS, MARY STUBBS, TOM SUHS, BERNARD TURNER, AMANDA VALENZUELA, SABASTIAN 
VALENZUELA, JOE WHEELER, MARGIT WILLIS, SANDI WISENBERG, ZORN ZELANKA, BEN 
ZURAWSKI. 
 

David L. Keller 
Managing Director 
Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation 
www.campdouglas.org 
July 8, 2015 

  

http://www.campdouglas.org/
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Camp Douglas Background: 

Camp Douglas was located between 31st Street, 33rd Place, Cottage Grove Ave and Giles Ave on 

the near-south side of Chicago.  The camp operated between 1861 and 1865 receiving and 

training nearly 40,000 Union soldiers, including African American troops.  From 1862 through 

1865 the camp also served as a prison camp housing nearly 30,000 Confederate prisoners 

during that time.  Most of the last prisoners left the camp by July 1865 with the camp 

completely razed by December 1865.  In years after the camp’s existence nothing remains of its 

physical presence.  Little, if any, acknowledgement of the camp exists today.  Yet, Camp 

Douglas was the largest military installation in Illinois and the most significant physical facility in 

Chicago during the Civil War consisting of 60 acres of land and over 200 buildings.  66 of the 

building were barracks housing Confederate prisoners when the camp closed. 

 

Figure 1, Camp Douglas, 1864, Oil in canvas, Albert Meyer, Chicago History Museum 

Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation: 

The Foundation was incorporated July 2, 2010 as an Illinois general not-for-profit corporation.  

It is exempt under section 501(c) (3) of the IRS code. 

Mission: 

To provide active leadership in the development, delivery, and preservation of educational and 

historic information regarding the Upper Midwest, especially Illinois and Chicago during the 

Civil War. 
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The Foundation is managed by a Board of Directors authorized at ten members with currently 

eight members; all serving with no compensation.  David L. Keller is the non-paid Managing 

Director.  Directors serve for a term of one year.  There are no term limits on director 

appointments. 

Specific information on the Foundation’s activities can be found on the web site 

www.campdouglas.org.  

Background and Planning of the Excavation: 

In 2012, CDRF sponsored a successful excavation at Lake Meadows Park, 32nd Street and 

Rhodes Ave. (see Figure 2).  At that excavation evidence of the foundation for the headquarters 

building and a portion of a clay pipe that dated to Camp Douglas were found.  These two 

discoveries indicated that further excavations were warranted.   

Unfortunately, the primary land owner on the site of Camp Douglas, Draper and Kramer, is 

exceptionally uncooperative thus, limiting further investigations to the western portion of the 

camp located west of King Drive. 

In 2013 CDRF and Dr. Gregory determined that a noninvasive investigation of the open area of 

John J. Pershing Magnet School, 3200 S. Calumet, and the parking lot of the closed Griffin 

Funeral Home, 3220 S. King Drive was appropriate.  Approval from Dr. Nancy Jackson, CEO, 

Prologue Schools, owner of Griffin Funeral home property, and the Chicago Public Schools was 

quickly obtained and Dr. Dan Joyce, Kenosha Civil War Museum, completed the ground 

penetrating radar (GPR) survey at Pershing and the Griffin Funeral Home in July 2013.  The 

2013-2015 excavations were on Prisoners Square of Camp Douglas as shown in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2, 2012-2015 excavation sites 

2012 

2013-15 

http://www.campdouglas.org/
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The first Civil War military artifact, Cap Badge “B” (Figure 3) was located in Unit 13 (Figure 4), 

the final day of the fall 2014 excavation. The badge is 1 inch high made of stamped brass and 

had evidence of a pin attached to the back.  The item was confirmed as being issued by the 

Union army beginning in 1863 and authenticated by archivists at the American Civil War 

Museum (Museum of the Confederacy), Kenosha Civil War Museum, and Civil War cap expert 

Mike McAffe. 

 

Figure 3, Cap Badge “B” 

 

Figure 4, Unit 13, fall 2014 
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In Unit 14, a brown faced reed pipe (Figure 5) was discovered.  After conducting research 

including confirmation by the American Civil War Museum (Museum of the Confederacy), it was 

determined that the pipe was preferred by Confederate soldiers and was from the Civil War 

period. 

 

Figure 5, Brown Face Reed Pipe 

The two artifacts finds were located at the Camp Douglas level (approximately 100 cm below 

the present ground surface).   

Other artifacts recovered at the Camp Douglas level in 2014, yet not attributed directly to the 

military included, earthen ware (Figure 6), Prosser buttons (Figure 7), and glass, nails and mirror 

glass (Figure 8). These finds led to the location of units to be excavated in summer 2015. 

 

Figure 6, Earthenware-Camp Douglas level 



8 
 

      

                                        Figure 7, Prosser Buttons   Figure 8, Glass, nails & mirror glass 

 

 

 

 

   

Spring 2015  

 

 

 

                                               

 

                                               

Figure 9, Units 17, 18, 19 from summer 2015 and Units 13, 14, 15 from the fall 2014 

Unit 17, Unit 18, and Unit 19 (Figure 9) were two meters by two meters.  They were selected to 

provide maximum investigation of areas surrounding artifacts found in 2014. 

During the excavation, measurements were taken from the middle of Giles Avenue & 33rd 

Street, the nearest edge of the streets, and from the current fence on the property. 
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Figure 10 shows the location of the two most southwestern prisoner barracks in relation to the 

stockade fence, if located at the current property fence line.  All units are under the second 

barracks from the south. 

 

 

 

Figure 10, Excavation site with stockade fence at current area fence line 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Units 
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Figure 11 shows the location of the two most southwestern prisoner barracks in relation to the 

stockade fence, if located at the edge of the streets closest to the site.  Units 18 and 19 remain 

under the barracks and Unit 17 in the street north of the barracks.  It must be noted that these 

locations and measurements are approximate. 

 

Figure 11, Excavation site with stockade fence at edge of 33
rd

 street and Giles Ave. 

Placing the stockade fence in the middle of the streets locates the units in the middle of the 

Prisoner Square street north of the barracks. 

While the exact location of the stockade fence is unknown, it is likely that the stockade fence 

was located as indicated in either Figure 10 or 11. 

  Conduct of Excavation: 

The excavation was laid out by Dr. Gregory and David Keller on Wednesday, June 24.  This 

layout provided for immediate excavation upon the arrival of volunteers on June 25. 

That afternoon, Andy Irvine, Clark Roofing and Director of CDRF, delivered material and 

equipment to the site.  A fence was erected and material moved to the units. 

2015 Units 
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Volunteers were informed June 24 that arrival June 25 could be delayed until 10:30 if there was 

predicted rain. Several arrived early and excavation began on schedule.  Upon arrival volunteers 

were signed in and given a brief overview by CDRF.  They were then given a general briefing on 

Camp Douglas by David Keller and Dean Rodkin, and specific instructions and assigned to a unit 

by Dr. Gregory.  When possible, volunteers remained in their assigned unit team for their stay 

at the site.  As work load dictated, Dr. Gregory reassigned volunteers to other units. 

All participants were required to sign an “Exculpatory Agreement and Waiver of Claim” with De 

Paul University, CPS, and CDRF.  Medical evacuation routes, coordination with Chicago Fire 

Department ambulance service and on-site first aid was provided.  There were no incidents 

reported during any of the excavations. 

Each day volunteers worked from approximately 8:30 am until 3:30 pm with a lunch break of at 

least 45 minutes.  Several days work continued until as late as 6:00 pm. Water and snacks were 

provided by CDRF.    

Rest room facilities were provided by Pershing School and Prologue School, 3232 S. King Drive, 

during the week. Chicago Fire Department Engine 19, Truck 11 and Ambulance 4 located at 

3421 S. Calumet and Prologue School provided rest room facilities on Saturday and Sunday. 

The objective of the excavation was to investigate the entire fenced area with emphasis on the 

sand level where Camp Douglas was built. The sand layer was approximately 75-100 

centimeters below the surface.  This was much shallower than anticipated.  

The fall 2013 and spring 2014 excavations removed deposits by 10 centimeter levels down to 

the Camp Douglas occupational layer.  In fall 2014, more rapid excavation using shovels rather 

than trowels was completed to the Camp Douglas level. All soil was screened and any artifacts 

found were retained and removed according to usual protocol. This allowed the excavation to 

concentrate on the Camp Douglas level. 

Three units were opened by Friday, June 26.  Light rain did not adversely affect the excavation 

on Thursday or Friday. 
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Figure 12, First day at Unit 18 looking west 

 

 

Figure 13, Artifacts from day 2 in the upper level of the excavation at Unit 18  
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Figure 14, Units 17 & 18 looking north Day 2 

Saturday and Sunday, June 27 and 28 provided significant progress on all units.   

Early, June 28 volunteer Carolyn Hauk while screening soil from Unit 17 discovered a Union 

military button.  We were very pleased that Carol, a high school student from Barrington, 

Illinois, had the honor of this discovery. 

       

Figure 15, Military button ¾”diameter. Right, back after cleaning 

The button was found approximately 60 cm from the surface, substantially above the Camp 

Douglas level (100 cm).  A feature in Unit 17 appeared to be a concrete and brick structure that 

had been constructed in a trench dug to 100 cm and approximately 2 meters wide.  It is 

speculated that the button was raised to the 60 cm level when the trench was dug.  The button 

was clearly identified as U.S. Civil War military, based on the design and construction.  It lacks a 

maker’s mark, frequently found on the rear. 

Sunday, June 28 between 11:00 am and 2:00 pm the Foundation conducted a “Neighborhood 

Day.” This event included samples of artifacts for adults, a briefing on the project and activities 
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for children.  These activities were similar to those provided to Pershing School students in 

previous excavations. A booklet on archaeology, word find game and a simulated dig was 

provided.  Community notice of the event included flyers in the community, word of mouth 

with community organizations, social media, and a noticed sent by Dr. Giwa to parents of 

Pershing.  

 

Figure16, Neighborhood Day activities, L-R, CDRF board members Roy Malone, Dean Rodkin, and Bernard Turner 

On Sunday, June 28 volunteers in Unit 19 began uncovering broken clay smoking pipes and clay 

pipe fragments.  This discovery continued through the remainder of the excavation. These 

items continued from approximately 60 cm.  Six identifiable pipes were discovered and a 

number of pipe fragments. The pipes discovered can be seen in Figures 17-19.  

It is possible that additional fragments can be found in subsequent excavations or may have 

been recovered from Unit 6 during the fall 2013 excavation. 
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Figure 17, Left, Devil and his fiddle (Diable fantaisie). Right, Devil like character.  
Both identified as Nole pipe company molds, Leon, France 1808-1920 

 

   

Figure 18, Floral design. Similar to Louis Fiolet /St. Omer.  
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Figure 19, Left, boar’s head, Right, human head with teeth on bottom of pipe 
 Origin unknown 

  

The source and use of these pipes and pipe fragments is unknown. While they are not likely to 

be from Camp Douglas, they may be from the period.  Additional research is being conducted 

by Michael (Smoke) Pfeiffer, acknowledged expert in clay pipes. 

The excavation, originally planned to end June 30, was extended to July 1 to maxamize 

continued research. 

 

Figure 20, Site showing all units looking west on day 4 
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Figure 21, Volunteers screening Units 17 and 18 

On Tuesday, June 30 while screening material from Unit 17 two metal grommets (Figure 22) 

were discovered. Upon viewing the items they appeared to be very similar to those on rubber 

blankets used by both Union and Confederate troops.  There is fabric adhering to the grommets 

that may be identified as 19th Century rubber. Additional research is being conducted by 

McCrone Research Institute of Chicago. 

 

Figure22, Grommets from Unit 17 
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Excavation Results: 

Again, the excavation was a success from a scientific, educational, and public relations 

perspective. 

Unlike previous excavations, closing of the units was modified. Since there is likely Camp 

Douglas artifacts undiscovered in all units, tarps were placed at the bottom of each and already 

screened and processed soil used to fill the units. This will allow rapid removal of the soil and 

concentration on the Camp Douglas level when the units are reopened for further investigation. 

 

Figure 23, Unit 17 with tarp. Feature in the middle is concrete and brick. 

 

Special thanks to Eric Mullner, Jim Frasier, Ben Zurawski, Tony Burroughs, Gerald Glowinski, 

Andy Irvine, Linda Keller, and Phil Grinstead for participating in the thankless job of closing the 

site. 
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Figure 24, General view of site closing looking west 

 

 

Figure 25, Site Closed 
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Extra special thanks to Clark Roofing who provided transportation and material for this and 

previous excavations. 

 

Figure 26, Clark Roofing at the site 

Future Activities: 

The discoveries of Civil War military artifacts have led the CDRF and De Paul University to plan 

additional excavations on the camp site.  It is anticipated that the next excavation will be 

conducted in September or October 2015 

 

Based on the artifact findings from this excavation, it is likely that other military artifacts will be 

found at the Camp Douglas level. 


